Application No. 10/609,402 Docket No.: 0020-5147P 

Art Unit 2879 

First Preliminary Amendment 

REMARKS 

The present application was in condition for allowance, wherein Applicants paid the 
Issue Fee on February 1, 2007. However, a Petition to Withdraw from Issue, a Request for 
Continued Examination and an Information Disclosure Statement were filed on May 22, 2007, 
thereby reopening prosecution. 

Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to reconsider the present application in 
view of the foregoing preliminary amendments to the claims and the following remarks. 

Status of the Claims 

In the present Preliminary Amendment, claims 12-16 have been added. This makes 
claims 1-16 as pending in the present application, wherein claims 1 and 16 are independent. 

No new matter has been added with the amendment and new claims. The new claims are 
fully supported by the original disclosure, e.g., paragraphs [00118] and [00107] (see, e.g., page 
24, lines 15-16) of the specification. Support for new claim 15 is found in claim 1, as well as, for 
example, paragraph [00107] of the present specification. Further, new claim 12 has support in 
the specification in paragraph [00137]; claim 13 has support in the specification in paragraphs 
[0025]-[0028], [0043], [00117], [00132], [00134] and [00135] of the specification; and claims 
14-15 has support in the specification at least in paragraphs [0019], [0030] and [00118]. 

Entry of the present amendments is respectfully requested. 



Information Disclosure Statement Filed 

Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to the Information Disclosure Statements 
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filed on (1) May 4, 2007, (2) May 22, 2007, as well as (3) the IDS being concurrently filed with 
this preliminary amendment. Thus, there are three IDSs to consider. 



In view of the above remarks, it is believed that claims are allowable. 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the present 
application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Eugene T. Perez (Reg. No. 48,501) 
at the telephone number of the undersigned below, to conduct an interview in an effort to 
expedite prosecution in connection with the present application. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
replies to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 
additional fees required under 37.C.F.R. §§1.16 or 1.14; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Conclusion 



Dated: JUL 1 8 200 7 



Respectfully submitted, 



Andrew D. Meikle / 
Registration No.: 32,868 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
8110 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 

(703)205-8000 

Attorney for Applicant 
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